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Sept. 16: In an interview with the New York Times in San Jose, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias
said, "A new summit meeting is urgently needed. We need to discuss why our peace plan has not
advanced more rapidly." Both Arias and Guatemalan counterpart Vinicio Cerezo have reportedly
undertaken numerous diplomatic efforts to persuade their colleagues in El Salvador, Nicaragua
and Honduras to participate in a summit in mid-November. It appears that the five presidents
will meet at that time. Arias said he was confident that substantial advances would emerge from
the November summit: "In these meeting, we always speak very frankly. Something is always
accomplished." However, the Costa Rican president also emphasized that he doubted definitive
progress in the peace process could occur until after the US presidential elections. Arias said that
tensions between Honduras and Nicaragua constitute a major obstacle to regional peace efforts. He
suggested that easing those tensions would be a main goal of the summit meeting. Nicaragua has
filed a formal complaint at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, charging that the contra
presence in Honduras violates international law. Last week, Honduran Vice President Alfredo
Fortin said that his government was prepared to negotiate the question of the contras' presence
in Honduras. Fortin said, "The contras are not part of the solution for Honduras, but part of the
problem. There is a desire to resolve this matter." Several thousand contras have recently returned
to base camps in Honduras, located near the border with Nicaragua. In reference to the dispute
between the Nicaraguan government and the contras over the location of a new round of peace
talks, Arias said, "I don't think the venue should be made into a big issue. The Nicaraguan people
have too much to gain from these meetings for them to be delayed by procedural obstacles." Sept.
17: According to a report broadcast over the clandestine contra station "Radio Liberacion" (located
in Honduras), the contras decided to attend preliminary talks on a new round of peace negotiations
in Guatemala on Sept. 19 after consultations in Washington with senior officials, including Secretary
of State George Shultz. Sept. 19: In Guatemala City, representatives of the Nicaraguan government
and the contras met for a conference as a preliminary step to resuming high-level talks that were
called off June 9. The new round is tentatively scheduled for Sept. 26, but as of late Monday, the
two sides had not decided on a location. Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco headed
the government delegation, and Roberto Ferrey, a member of Nicaraguan Resistance directorate,
headed the contra delegation. The contras have demanded that Managua release more than 40 antigovernment demonstrators who were arrested in July. Meanwhile, the Nicaraguan government
has mentioned that the contras have promised at least three times previously to release over 60
Sandinista soldiers, reportedly taken prisoner by the contras. As of yet, the contras have not released
them. Next, government officials point out that the real number of prisoners held by the contras is
much higher, and includes large numbers of kidnaped civilians. At a press conference early in the
day, Tinoco said he expected the Guatemala meeting to bring about "a cease-fire for 30 to 60 days
that could be extended indefinitely." Ferrey said that the Resistance would not accept the possibility
of returning to negotiate in Managua. During past high-level talks in the Nicaraguan capital, he
said, the contras "felt like prisoners in their own country." According to Ferrey, the government
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listened to the contras' telephone conversations and followed them everywhere "with the excuse
of providing us with security." In late afternoon after meeting with the contra delegation, during
a press conference at the Nicaraguan embassy, Tinoco said that he came to Guatemala City to
represent the Nicaraguan government to reinitiate the talks the contras agreed to in Sapoa in late
March. He said the contras interrupted the high-level peace negotiations on June 9 in order to obtain
military aid from the US Congress. Tinoco said that the contras would continue to be provided
with rigorous security at a future meeting in Managua. He pointed out that they do not constitute
a "delegation of bishops," and are involved in a military conflict. Contra spokesperson Bosco
Matamoros said that nothing had been accomplished during the day-time meetings. Rather than
continue the conference on Sept. 20, the two delegations met for four hours on Monday evening.
Agreement on the location of the next round of negotiations was not reached. Tinoco suggested
before returning to Nicaragua on Sept. 20 that his government was open to compromise. He said,
"This may be defined in the near future." (Basic data from New York Times, 09/18/88; AP, Prensa
Latina, 09/19/88; New York Times, 09/21/88)
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